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development proceeds intelligibly and expands smoothly to
an indefinite extent. So far as it depends on the internal
history of the individual, it has been already traced, and
need only be recalled to mind. Its form of growth is the
simplest possible: every case in which the springs of action
solicit us in pairs introduces a fresh consciousness of rela-
tive right; and as the instances accumulate, the feeling is
deepened, if they are repetitions, and widened, if they are
new: with the effect of condensing at last the whole of
these experiences, gathered by the sense of relative right,
into one large affection of special type, whose love and
aversion work only within this relation. We call it Con-
science : but it need not wait for its name till it has wrought
out its generalisation and is complete; for in truth it is
never complete ; and is the same, whether as feeling or as
judgment, m the most elementary instance of conflict be-
tween two incentives, and in the maturest self-estimate of
the total character. Any knowledge with ourselves, large
or small, which we may have, of the superior right of one
spring of action over another, comes under the category of
conscience. But the internal history, which brings fresh
instincts into operation and enlarges our psychological
view, itself depends upon the play of new influences upon
us from the external scene: as the relations of the family,
the village, the clan, the State, and at last the genus
Jmmanum, become included within the circle of cognisance,
corresponding affections wake into life and enrich the
personality with motive energies unfelt and unappreciated
before; and as each prefers its claim upon us for a pro-
portionate loyalty, the ratios of our moral life become
organised, and, notwithstanding its growing complexity, it,
attains a more perfect order. And this process so impli-
cates together the agent and his fellows, that we can scarce
divide the causal factors into individual and social, inner
and outer: bodily, no doubt, ihe stands there by himself,
while his family are grouped separately round him; but
spiritually, he is not himself without them, and the major